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We must now turn to the consideration of public war.
There is such a remarkable resemblance between its'
history and the earlier parts of the record we have just
been studying, that I cannot but think the analogy will
hold good still further, and that in future ages some
rational method of settling disputes between states will
be substituted for the rough arbitrament of force.
War between savage tribes is marked by the unrestricted
indulgence of man's fiercest passions. Conquered enemies
are enslaved, or tortured, or even eaten. Whatever
hatred suggests is done without stint or limit. The
actual fighting is carried on in the most ferocious and
bloodthirsty manner, and when it is over the vanquished
are made to drain the cup of misery to the last bitter
drop. The sculptured records of Assyrian conquest
shew mounds of human heads as the proudest trophy of
a victorious king. The Red Indians of North America
habitually tortured their prisoners. The chiefs of Fiji
within living memory made war upon each other in
order to obtain provisions for their cannibal feasts.
These cases are but types and instances selected from a
.countless host. The more perfect is our acquaintance
with the history of savage warfare, whether in ancient or
modern times, the less likely shall we be to dispute the
proposition that its characteristic is absence of restraint.
Just as in the first stage of the history of private war
the passions of the injured individual were the measure
of the severity of the punishment, so in the correspond-
ing stage of the history of public war the passions of the
conquering tribe are the measure of the atrocities they
inflict upon the vanquished. Whatever their cruelty or
- lust impels them to do is done without remorse. Hatred
holds high carnival, and nothing but satiety brings its
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